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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE
UD GRADUATE STUDENT ENCOURAGES YOUTHS TO TALK ABOUT RACISM,
WINS NCCJ'S YOUTH FRIENDSHIP AWARD FOR COORDINATING 'ANYTOWN USA'
DAYTON, Ohio- Serving others comes naturally to Jessica Gruenke.
When she was a child in Sheboygan, Wise., her family would "adopt" grandparents and
visit them every Sunday at nursing homes. When it snowed, they shoveled their neighbors'
walks. As a student at UD, she gave up spring breaks to travel to the Bronx and an
Appalachian village in Kentucky to tutor children and adults.
After Gruenke graduated from the University of Dayton in May with a degree in public
relations, she helped nm an usual summer camp called Anytown USA. For that effort and her
community service track record, she's being recognized with the 2002 Youth Friendship Award
from the National Conference for Community and Justice, Dayton Region. She will receive the
honor at the NCCJ's annual Friendship Award dinner at 6 p.m. on Oct. 21 at Sinclair
Community College. NCCJ will also give friendship awards to community leaders Zimmel
Miller, Norma J. Ross and Jerome F. Tatar.
"I'm really surprised to be recognized for something I just love to do," said Gruenke, 22,
who's pursuing a master's degree in public administration from UD while working as a graduate
assistant in the Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., Center for Leadership in Community.
Anytown USA is not a typical summer camp. As site coordinator for the Anytown
Youth Leadership Institute, Gruenke spent a week in July helping a diverse group of high school
students from Dayton and Cincinnati feel comfortable enough to share their personal stories of
bigotry, racism, sexism and class struggles with each other.
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The weeklong diversity-training camp was sponsored by NCCJ and held at the Joy
Outdoor Education Center in Clarksville, Ohio, near Cincinnati. It's one of a number of
residential youth leadership programs offered by NCCJ in more than 40 cities around the
country.
"During the planning and implementation of Anytown, Jessica demonstrated initiative,
creativity, reliability and leadership while modeling respect and acceptance of differences,"
said Monica P. Smith, executive director of NCCJ-Dayton Region. "Jessica went the extra mile
to write, publish and mail the Anytown newsletter that was done professionally and
creatively."
Gruenke has been involved in myriad volunteer, social justice and leadership activities at
UD. She spent a summer living in Salyersville, Ky., through UD's Summer Appalachia
Program. While volunteering in a day camp and teen center, she discovered "a place that could
be mistaken for hopelessness, but is really blessings to discover, lessons to learn and people to
love." She spent part of another summer in Cameroon, West Africa, where she lived with a host
family and worked with local women's groups. She helped organize Christmas on Campus,
which brings inner-city children to campus for a celebration, and helped raise more than
$15,000 for the Children's Medical Center through a dance marathon. Last year, Gruenke gave
disposable cameras to women in two of Dayton's poorest neighborhoods and asked them to
express, through photos, what gives them hope and what needs to be improved. She turned it
into a "Photovoice" exhibit for a UD symposium on multicultural and Third-World women.
Her thesis, "The Voice of Marginalized Neighborhoods," explored several impoverished
neighborhoods and "gave voice to people who are not always heard."
Gruenke is currently co-teaching a "Leadership in Building Communities" course, which
was started by past UD president, Brother Raymond L.Fitz, S.M. He's on sabbatical this term.
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